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On January 10th, Nellis Composite experienced some major changes. 
Maj Patrick Harris took over as Squadron Commander. In addition, 
the new Cadet Staff was announced with C/1st Lt Patrick Casa at the 
helm as the Cadet Commander, taking over the reins from  
C/Capt Cruz-Colon, now the Cadet Operations Officer.  

Due to the growth of the squadron over the past year, the cadets 
have been split into two flights, Raptor Flight commanded by  
C/CMSgt Franzen and Eagle Flight commanded by  C/CMSgt Schmidt. 
Helping C/1st Lt Casa in his command will be C/2d Lt D’Angelo, the 
Cadet Executive Officer. Back on the Senior Member staff side,  
1st Lt Lopez has been appointed as a Deputy Commander to help  
1st Lt Crisp—Deputy Commander for Seniors and 1st Lt D’Angelo—
Deputy Commander for Cadets. Under Maj Harris and C/1st Lt Casa’s 
lead, we hope to continue the forward progress started by the  
previous Squadron Commanders and Cadet Commanders. 

Promotions 

1st Lt Robert A. Lopez  9 Jan 2012 

Neil A. Armstrong  

C/CMSgt Marjorie L. Franzen 24 Jan 2012 

Robert H. Goddard 

C/CMSgt Steven D. Pedley 24 Jan 2012 

C/CMSgt Daniel Schmidt 24 Jan 2012 

Edward V. Rickenbacker 

C/TSgt Nathan G. Witter 24 Jan 2012 

Henry H. “Hap” Arnold 

C/A1C Chris W. Mathews 24 Jan 2012 

C/A1C Nicholas O. Roth  24 Jan 2012 

John F. Curry 

C/Amn Larry J. Blankenship 24 Jan 2012 

C/Amn Austin T. Smith  24 Jan 2012 

Awards 

Achievement Award 

Capt David T. Sidle  24 Jan 2012 

Charles E. “Chuck” Yeager Award 

SM Robert J. Griffith  19 Jan 2012 

1st Lt Robert A. Lopez  18 Jan 2012 

Community Service Award 

C/TSgt Nathan G. Witter 10 Jan 2012 

Special In this edition…  
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Emergency Services Training 
Submitted by Capt David Sidle, 

Emergency Services Officer 

Finally gaining momentum once 

more! Emergency Services (ES) is 

coming back to life in the  

Southern Nevada area. For years  

Nevada’s Emergency Services has 

been limited due to the decay in 

its training program, thus over 

time we stopped getting called on  

because we had nothing to offer 

the community. In order to turn this around, we have to show we have trained and certified members that can provide 

a service. 

CADET Mission Aircrew: No, you did not misread that. 18-year-old cadets may and are flying ES missions including 
searches. You can be a Mission Scanner and/or Mission Observer without being a pilot. And, yes, you get to have wings 
and a flight suit once you complete training. Cadets can even become Mission Pilots (MP), but you need about 100 
hours Pilot-In-Command (PIC) before you can start talking about that, it is possible and Cadet Mission Pilots have flown 
aircraft that have found down aircraft or missing persons. 

The National Emergency Services Academy (NESA) top-
ping over 600 students last year! 

Training: Incident Command System (ICS): Here is the 
link for the FEMA independent training section,  
everyone coming into Emergency Services (ground team,  
aircrew, mission base) needs to complete IS-100 (aka 
100.b) and IS-700  (700.a) in order to become fully  
qualified.  If you are a hard charger, IS-200 and 800 are 
required for higher ratings and is good training.  
http://training.fema.gov/IS/NIMS.asp  
 
Please bring a copy of your course completion or  
certificate so it can be logged into eServices and placed 
into your master file.    Continued on page 3... 

Commander’s Corner 

January was yet another amazing month for us. We had 

our two newest cadets complete the Tango training pro-

gram and promote to Cadet Airman. We also had two of 

our new Senior Members pass the Chuck Yeager  

Aerospace test (not an easy feat…) . I am honored to 

now be able to lead the squadron again and I firmly  

believe that C/1st Lt Casa feels the same. I am confident 

in our cadet and Senior Member staff as well as all of 

our members in general. Let’s keep up the pace and 

make 2012 an awesome year for Nellis Composite!  

           - Maj Pat Harris 

Squadron Facebook 
www.facebook.com/ncs069 

“Like” our squadron Facebook page and get changes and 

new events posted to your wall as they occur. You do 

not have to sign up on Facebook to see our page. 

Newsletter Inputs 

The squadron newsletter will be published on the 

first Sunday of every month. If you have photos,  

articles, notices, or anything you want to add or if 

you are interested in working the newsletter, 

please contact C/Lt Col Crisp no later than the  

last Sunday of the previous month. 

http://www.capvolunteernow.com/todays-features/?record_no_of_cap_members_hone_emergency_services_skills&show=news&newsID=8106
http://www.capvolunteernow.com/todays-features/?record_no_of_cap_members_hone_emergency_services_skills&show=news&newsID=8106
http://training.fema.gov/IS/NIMS.asp
http://www.facebook.com/ncs069/
https://www.facebook.com/ncs069
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Emergency Services Training continued from page 2… 

ES Qualifications: Also, if you want to get things signed off on your ES training, Senior Members please contact me and 
cadets should make the request though their chain of command at the start of the meeting. If we are able, we will go 
over the “task” and sign you off. This is for you to self study material (i.e. ground team or scanner) and then challenge 
that you know the task not individualized training time. Contact me directly if you are not sure how/what to study.    

Ground Team Manual: http://www.nesa.cap.gov/curriculum_material/GSAR/G&UDFTG.pdf  
Aircrew/Flight Line Manual: http://nesa.cap.gov/Documents/MAS%20Uploads/ACFLTG_-_11_Apr_05.pdf  
 

Coming up! 

 

 Mt. Charleston Hike (June/July)—You will need  
to have your Ground Team Member III trainee 
rating. This will have a SAREX (Search And  
Rescue Exercise) training number assigned to it 
and may be in direct support of the Nevada Wing 
monthly SAREX. 

 Summer Ground Team School!  (July/Aug)—
Similar to the Valley of Fire training we did in  
December, but we are planning for an advance 
course as well. If you are interested in helping,  
I am looking for a project officer or two. Cadets 
may apply as well! 

 Monthly Search And Rescue Exercises—TBD 
 Monthly Mt. Charleston prep hike—See page 5 

for information on February hike. Other months 
TBD. 

Cadet Promotions 

Starting in February, we will be changing how we do Cadet Promotions. For those who want to promote, we need 

your promotion agreements turned in, through your chain of command, by the beginning of the meeting on the 

fourth Tuesday of each month. We will do a check to ensure you are eligible for promotion and fix any issues. Those 

who are ready to promote will be pinned on the first Tuesday of the next month. If you want your parents to pin you,  

please let us know through the chain of command.  

Also, when you take an online test, make sure to get a print screen of your score and write down the date you took 

the test. If for some reason the program glitches, we will be able to enter your score in manually so  

that you do not have to take the test twice. 

Earn Your Community Service Ribbon! 
All members can earn this ribbon just as C/TSgt Witter did this month. Simply com-

plete 60 hours of community service outside of Civil Air Patrol and get a letter from 

the volunteer coordinator for the event. All 60 hours do not have to be from just  

one community service event. Turn this in through the chain of command and we 

will process your award. You can even earn bronze clasps for each additional  

60 hours of community service.  

http://www.nesa.cap.gov/curriculum_material/GSAR/G&UDFTG.pdf
http://nesa.cap.gov/Documents/MAS%20Uploads/ACFLTG_-_11_Apr_05.pdf
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Arctic Auroras 
Photograph by Ole C. Salomonsen, arcticlightphoto.no 
Originally posted at http://news.nationalgeographic.com/news/2012/01/pictures/120125-solar-storm-auroras-
northern-lights-earth-space-pictures/ on January 25, 2012 
 
Northern lights dance over the Lyngan Alps in a picture taken Tuesday [January 24] night near Tromsø, Norway. The 
brilliant auroras were triggered by a coronal mass ejection, or CME, that hit our planet Tuesday morning. A CME is a 
cloud of superheated gas and charged particles hurled off the sun. 

On Monday [January 23], space-weather scientists reported that an especially strong solar flare had erupted from an 
active region on the sun, followed by the huge CME that came barreling toward our planet. The burst of activity  
triggered the strongest solar storm experienced since October 2003, according to experts at NOAA's Space Weather 
Prediction Center in Boulder, Colorado. 

When a CME hits Earth, the charged solar particles can interact with gases in our atmosphere to produce the northern 
and southern lights. Sky-watchers were put on alert for intense auroras Tuesday night through Wednesday morning. 
 
(Watch a time-lapse video of this week's auroras over Lapland.)  

Cadet Protection Policy Training 

All Senior Members and cadets over 18-years-old are required to complete Cadet Protection Policy Training (CPPT). 

This is important to note as several of our cadets will be turning 18 soon. Once a cadet turns 18, if they have not  

completed the CPPT, they will be unable to able to promote until they complete the training. 

However, there is a way to prevent a promotion hold if you are a cadet. As soon as you turn 17, when you log into 

eServices, there is a Cadet Protection link on the left side of the page. Follow the steps listed on the CPPT page and 

let your chain of command know. You will then need to bring in your pre-test and go over the Cadet Protection Policy 

with a qualified Senior Member. Questions should be directed through the chain of command. 

The New Learn to Lead 

Curriculum for Cadet 

Officers is now available in 

draft form at capmembers.com/l2l. 
The old material will become obso-
lete on October 1, 2013. That means 
if you are an officer planning to earn 
your Spaatz Award and you don’t 
complete it by October 1, 2013, you 
will be required to use the new  
material.  All cadets that earn the 
Mitchell Award after January 1, 2012 
will automatically be enrolled in the 
Learn to Lead curriculum and receive 
the new material.   

           -1st Lt John D’Angelo 

http://www.arcticlightphoto.no/
http://news.nationalgeographic.com/news/2012/01/pictures/120125-solar-storm-auroras-northern-lights-earth-space-pictures/
http://news.nationalgeographic.com/news/2012/01/pictures/120125-solar-storm-auroras-northern-lights-earth-space-pictures/
http://travel.nationalgeographic.com/travel/countries/norway-guide/
http://science.nationalgeographic.com/science/space/universe/auroras-heavenly-lights/
http://news.nationalgeographic.com/news/2012/01/120124-solar-storm-geomagnetic-auroras-flights-sun-earth-space-science/
http://www.swpc.noaa.gov/
http://www.swpc.noaa.gov/
http://video.nationalgeographic.com/video/player/news/environment-news/aurora-borealis-vin.html
http://www.capnhq.gov
http://capmembers.com/l2l
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Open House 

Tuesday, 6 March 2012 at 6:30 p.m.  

Interested in aviation? Or maybe the military? If so, the Civil Air Patrol Cadet Program is for you. If you’re 12-18 years 

old and looking for a challenge, join us for an informative introduction to Civil Air Patrol, the official civilian auxiliary of 

the United States Air Force. Meet CAP cadets and hear first-hand what it’s like to be a cadet. We’ll explain all the  

benefits of belonging to one of America's finest youth 

programs. 

Learn about the incredible opportunities CAP has to 

offer, including leadership development, summer  

activities, academic scholarships, the International Air 

Cadet Exchange, and much, much more! 

Parents, please join us for this event as well. CAP adult 

leaders will be on hand to answer your questions about 

the cadet program and tell you about CAP opportuni-

ties for adults. 

For more information, contact 1st Lt John D’Angelo at 

dangelo@wwdb.org or 1st Lt Dianne Crisp at  

crispcap@live.com. 

To find out more about our squadron, visit us on  

Facebook: www.facebook.com/ncs069. 

Directions  

Nellis Composite Squadron meets in the Airman Leader-

ship School on Nellis AFB You can drive to the school or 

park at the Visitors’ Center and take our shuttle van at 

6:10 p.m. to the squadron.  

mailto:dangelo@wwdb.org
mailto:crispcap@live.com
http://www.facebook.com/ncs069/
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