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SILVER WINGS OVER NEVADA

i< gn authorized publication published in the interest
of the members of Hevado Wing of Civil Air Patrol, It
is published by o private firm in no waoy connected
with the Department of the Air Force or Civil Air Patrol
Corporation. Opinions exprassed by publishers and
writers are their own and are not to be considered
official expression by Civil Air Patrol Corporation or the
Alr Force. The oppeorance of odvertisements in this
publication, including su pplements and inserts, does not
constitute an endorsement by Civil Air Patrol Corporation
or the Department of the Air Force of products or

semnvices odvertised.
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Nevada Wing of the Civil Air Patrol is the highest echelon
in the state of Nevada and was chartered on December
1, 1941, Nevada Wing contributed to the state and nation
through search and rescue and military support roles
during the World War II. Since then, Nevada Wing hos
provided emergency services, oerospace education,

and cadet programs throughout the nation’s seventh
largest state. Learn more about Nevada Wing's storied

history: https://fnvwg.cap.gov/ about/nevado-wings-80th-
anniversary

Nevada Wing 80th Anniversory logo created by Codet
2nd Lt. Comeron Hranac, Reno Composite Squadren.

Cover design: Copt. Maryan Tooker, Nevada Wing Public
Affairs Officer.

For information on advertising rates and

space, please call: 1-800-635-6036

CORNER

By Col. Deborah A. Pierce, CAP
Nevada Wing Commander

We are actually having an in-person Wing
Conference this year! It will be the last Saturday
in October (Oct 30th), at the Eldorado Resortin
downtown Reno. We'll also be doing virtual cov-
erage of some of it, but | encourage you ko come
in person if you can. Masks and distancing WILL
be required regardless of vaccination status. It's
been a while since we've seen each other; let's get
together and rekindle our relationships! It's our
80th Anniversary as Nevada Wing so let’s celebrate!
vou'll read more about our storied history in this
issue of Silver Wings Over Nevada.

Our brand-new Cadet Advisory Council (CAC)
chair, Cadet 1st Lt. (and pilot) Luz Sandoval, and
the new CAC representatives from each squadron
are working on activities for our cadets. Got an
idea to share in that regard? Let your squadron
rep know. They want to keep our Cadet Corps
engaged and YOU can help!

Folks, thank you all For staying with CAP, inside
and outside of Nevada Wing, throughout this
unprecedented viral pandemic. It's been a tough
go, but we'll get through this together — ONE CAP
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The origins of
Nevada Wing date
to December 1,
1941, soon after
the first Nevada
Wing Commander,
Edward J.
Questa, was
appointed by
Nevada Governor
Edward Carville.

E.J. met with
the press and
explained the
new
organization’s
purpose and
what its
organizational
structure would
be. On page 20
¢cf the December
18, 1941,
edition Reno
Evening Gazette,
a headline read
“Civil Aair
Patrol To Be
Organized Here.”

Today, Nevada
Wing wvolunteers
continue serving

America’s
communities,
saving lives,
and shaping

futures.
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Plane Missing
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Las Viegas civil alr patrod
| moved thelr base from St GeolRe
Ih.'l Cedar City this moming and re=
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Founding of the Nevada Wing

Lt. Col. William Aceves, CAP
NVWG Historian

Edward J. Questa |
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Y Lol S Gill Rﬂbbwilsnn,rdeﬁcribed in Frank Blazich's recent book on the Civil
The Lander County Board of Commissioners proudly supporis the Nevada Civil Air Patrol Air F'atr:‘.frl as the mtellelr_tual Fﬂu“d?r- c:f the ﬂrg:anizaticnnr started the
and recognizes the cutstanding service it provides our state and its citizens. ball ml‘!m? on the creation of the Civil Air Patrolin 1939. He realized
> 1 that aviation in the United States would be severely curtailed, if not

Lander Airpo Alrpo - n outright banned, within th
c - Battle Mountain, N¥  Kustin - Austin, NV Kingston Alrpert - Kingston, NV J, in the
v~ ‘“nmnﬁr;n:irﬂ; Elw:.ﬂ:n:ﬁ.'.rm ; Elevation: 5,950 country should it be dragged into

Rurways: 7269 x 150 (03-21), 7300 x 100 (12-30) ay: B-30) o Ry SR A0 S 0 ) | T E N T I 0 N e eng roldht
hesg e e il e AT on the sides of the oceans that

. N' flanked the U.S. mainland. He
“ 0 R s E M E " sought out other similarly minded
individuals and they studied what
could be done to utilize civilian

general aviation as a very useful
tool to support whatever national

There is to be organized at
once an additienal Mount-

ed Troop to be added to

the Civil Air Patrel. Those effort For the upcoming involve-
interested will meet Thurs. ment in the two-ocean war would
day night at 7:30 at the l;:;u'rtc like. By 13141 5utme Tdi.:;ridtl-rl-.al
ates were attempting to do the
Lyon Bldg, Room 311. same within their :Ewn%nrders, but
_ WelcometoNevada's | FOR INFORMATION CALL Wilson, et al, was thinking along
iy 25103, 24915 or 21376 the lines of a national organization.
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studied with great interest the indivi o
E:E} had been fFormed in 1939, and ll:rr;d;;ffal state aviation plans. In Ohio, the Civilian Air Reserve

Elorida, Maine, Massachusetts, New York angﬂfr I:AF LSO senlioiediniColoradoiConnecticut,
g ; TP . nn i : ir b
ctructure, would serve their individual states sylvania. These groups, with a military organizational

LrUCEre : _ and remain distant from il
civilian pilots wanted to contribute their skills and their machines to a E—?c?rmwl;lut:aaﬁ;;t - e

The Federal government also realized that organizing the civilian side of the house was a necessary
priority, and Pre_m_d_ent Rﬂc}sev?lt began creating several agencies and offices ko studv what was needed
to prepare th:e civilian population For war: The OFfice of Emergency Management Cﬂincil e
Defense, Mational Defense Advisory Commission, and others, camg into e?tigtencé

In September 1940,
President Franklin D.
Roosevelt called up the i o
National Guard. States that _ . = ..
were counting on being e £

able to use the Guard’s Y —
aviation units now found
themselves without their
own air Forces.

Although the concept of
the CAR was catching on
and was the Front runner
For what the national

organization would be, it : b B

was New Jersey's Civil Air 0\ e

Defense Service (CADS), e

with its Civil Air Guard P ’Een;;mui_q;mcn =

“sts
(CAG), that it the bill (It ik
didn’t hurt that Wilson was
assisting in its creation) It stressed civilian cooperation with the military. That was the clincher as far as

Wilson and his group were concerned.

On May 20, 1941, President Roosevelt created another agency, the Office of Civilian Defense (OCD), and
named New York's Mayor, Fiorello LaGuardia, as its director. LaGuardia himselF was a former Great War
bomber pilot. LaGuardia created a committee to advise him on aviation matters and appointed Wilson as
one of its members. Wilson now had the ear of the head of the OCD.

In early July, Wilson and LaGuardia sent their plan to Washington for consideration. Because it was an
aviation matter, the plan was delivered to the Army's aviation office. The sign on the office door read
“Major General Henry H. Arnold, Commander, U.S. Army Air Forces®. General Arnold was receptive to the
plan and began detailing officers to work on making the plan a reality. The CADS plan was considered
superior, more Fleshed out, and with a better chance of success. General Arnold would have several
discussions with LaGuardia and Wilson, and the staff he had assigned, as well as other civilians in related
agencies over the next months. By September they had refined the program and decided to call it the
Civil Air Patrol.

Although most of the political and civic leaders of the day knew that America’s involvement in the war
was imminent, nobody knew exactly when, or where, the real war for the U.S. would start. The U.S. was
already bEing shot at hl-.'r _japan and Cermany. In DE{EmbEF 1937, t-h-E QUﬂbl?at U.5.5. P«aﬁa'_ﬂ EH-E, and Four
small Standard American oil tankers were sunk on the Yangtze Riverin China by Japanese alrcraft, sup-
posedly a case of misidentification. In the Atlantic, two American destroyers that were escorting British
convoys were torpedoed; on October 17, 1941, the U.S.5. Kearney, DD-432, was torpedoed and severely
damaged near Iceland, and two weeks later, on October 31, the U.S.5. Reuben James, DD-245, was torpe-

doed and sunk, also near Iceland. The shooting had already started.

On December 1, 1941 LaGuardia5ignedamemnthatwasintended to get the pamphlet about CAP to

the GPO. Later that week, he was informed that General Cuffl"ig.' L) “r:?de L e GPD:'thE
Presses were still waiting For the name so they could start printing thehCAPgamp etand ':?IP Er'!r.s':'
ment Farms.TheJapanese attack on pearlHarburcaught everyone —the U.5. government, the military,
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the OCD, and the fledgling National Head

gk ua : .
pecember 8, LaGuardia signed DCDAdmiqiE reers staff - by surprise. MNobody was truly ready. On

. e ’ 3 = Nistration Order No, 9 ¢ . ready
¥ ic is what a hero looks like. na
:ia-ﬁ.-e.-_ h

LAHONTAN

TN GPO Finally started rolling. onal Commander of the Civil Air Patrol. The presses at the
T " Everylimeyouwash with soap, wearamaskand sochl distance, witharchives at the Nevada State Capitol and the (i
P RO P ERT IE S | rnu'ﬁmmln:ﬂwm::ﬂd::ﬁlmﬂ::3:I19..Andlnh||_'; due to the current COVID-19 pandemic, the Exacfé—‘;;:-'erilt}’ of Mevada, Reno, unavailable right now

P\‘ the message -Elhﬂl..li_: his needing to appoint 3 i
AW written on the topic (such as who was considered or ¢
be surmised is that it was sometime between Novem

Buried on page 20 of the DgcembEr 11 edition of the Reng Gazettellonrnalae s B e antenca
annnunce:ment of _the lappmntment tiwat day by Gov. Carville of E. J. Questa as “the director of the civilian
aeronautics organization for Nevada® and that EJ would head to Washington D.C. on Saturday for a
conference. s

mander, as well as any memos that may have been

ecommended), are not currently known. What can

QAD, STE ber 28 and December 11.
6 PINE CONE R : 4

DAYTON NY 89403

leandra carr

BROKER | REALTOR®
PROPERTY MANAGER

Immediately upon return-
ing from the three-day
conference, EJ spoke to
reporters. On December

18 he met with the press
and explained the orga-
nization's purpose and
what its organizational
structure would be. Still
buried on page 20, but with
its headline, For the First
time a Nevada newspaper
called the new organization
by its correct name: “Civil
Air Patrol To Be Organized
Here".

Upon returning from the
conference, EJ hit the

(775) 690-2591
leandracarr@hotmail.com

‘2 Banner Health.
ﬂudﬂ:ﬂluluit,
" www.depotcasino.com

&)
o _‘E{w’f’ DEPoT s ground running. He began
RESTH"RRNT j | S e o 8 bﬁﬁﬁeakingwittmﬁng
of the contacts he ha
& CASINO

developed over the years
-- businessmen, educators, airport owners, pilots, local ranchers, law enforcement, forestry service, and

government leaders -- explained what this new organization was about, and convinced many of them to
join, assigning several to key staff positions on his nascent wing staff.

EJ had his work cut out for him - trying to form a working state organization that had no equipment, no

www.leandracarr.com

[
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NV LIC No. B.0005211.CORF

Sheriff Ron Unger I |

| 7, e\ ' well-defined mission, and only him as a member - and trying to function as a bank vice presit:!enttﬂ boot.
| | & the Staff of . 3 1 -"' — _ His office at 206 North Virginia Street would function as the Nevada Wing Headquarters unttLJan#:ary :
LANDER | Games! M::hr:;: 2 E.::hsa.ﬂ;: Al _ 1942, when the headquarters moved across the street to 130 North Virginia Street and into the office o

!! COUNTY .'15_423_2411 one of his wing staff members.

The folks that would make up National Headquarters had spent the months before December 1 doing

. o=k . ions of states (the 1940 census having jus!
Sheriff’s Office i The Management & Staff are proud to salute their homework, compiling avast number of :'.I:atl-s.I‘::u:si ﬁ;ﬁ:ﬂ gr Sl wili:hln e acc::rdi% e
€ri S | | the Nevada Civil Air Patrol in their lifesaving Eﬁmp_el;ed], the number of airports wntl';;f ﬁ;ﬂjr:ﬁer of schools, especially high schools, and so on. By
are proud of the lifesaving efforts efforts... So that others may live! ¢ Civil Aeronautics Administration (EAR "12 U o 1 For each wing. Nevada, with its population of
o R f APV December 1941, they had developed a basic plan with g wyomina, the second least populated state
of the Nevada Civil Air Patrol! - Owik Ston Market 110,000, had the lowest population of any of ﬂe 43:;:?;}31:]2?” i1“ 51;”35 e e, :
had more than twice the population of Nevada), 50O
bk o to plan.
775-635-1 100 Elﬂl.lﬂllﬂ numbers,of members (smaller than s lﬁland!]1Fthlrgsielet;ziulkﬂitheirair missions would be
2 - - - galize tha 5
| wwwlanderso.org J 115-423-6622 Meeting with his key staff, EJ and the staff came mtrrainmg taking place either directly over or passing

: Focused on search and rescue. With Army Air FOrce ; to pilat inexperience, bac
B]ﬁ W. wllllﬂlﬂs. Fﬂl I““ thro Ugh, the airgpa ce Over Nevada' there WﬂUld be SE"'-’EI'EII. crashes, either dueto p p
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i . 5 RENO EVENING
gwllAlr Patrol Is Read LA
For Active Service in Stzte

Al
~ Ground Force to Aid Fliers Still
- To.Be Organized Under Defense Plan

'm&mﬂnhmttﬂwmdmmmmmnmm' '
'p'.rfﬂ the state-wide wing, is or- | Eation by air corps or c..ul:,
ganized so it could go into active | Al protection of airports and
service today, mmrdintﬂiﬂ Carl :ndphm
F. Johnson, executive officer of 4

the Nevada wing. The Reno squad- Citizens wishing 1o enlist in this
ron is first of a series covering the | "8P'dly growing branch of civilian
entire state 1o reach operating of- | 9¢fense may obtain information at
ficiency. ' Others, in various cities | ¢ Peadquarters in Suite 16, Ar-
of the state are being organized | MAnko building, 150 North Vir-
rapidly. ginia street.

The civil air patrol, recently or-
ganized under the office of civil-
jan defense, is under direct com-
mand of Maj. Gen. John F. Curry,
former commander of Hamilton
field and of the war department
general staff. Civilian in charac-
ter,.the CAP follows the army air
corps in organization, discipline,
and operation. In many ways it
parallels air corps functions ex-
cept it has no combat facilities.

The Reno squadron™ has still
some  vacancies, chieflly among
ground personnel. Flying assign-
ments for pilots and trained ob-
servers have filled quickly, and !
mechanics and ground crews are i
enlisting - rapidly, according to
Questa, i
A force of about fifty men will 3

|

in time of emergency.

be needed soon, it was stated, to
previde a well disciplined, highly
trained ground patrol. These men
need not be pilots but should be .
reasonably able bodied and famil- :
isr with firearms. Functions of |
this echelon will be .

to guard ol

weather, or mechanical Failure
(military piston aircraft engines
of the time, although quite good
for the era, were not as reliable
as the engines that power

the aircraft of today - aircraft
engine technology, as well as
that of radio navigation technol-
ogy, has come a long way).

But it would not be encugh to
simply locate a downed aircraft
by air. If a pilot and/or crew

had survived the crash, most
probably it would be necessary
ko get to them with medical aid
and bring them out. Some sort
of ground units would also be
required. Helicopters were still
undergoing development at the
time, and therefore unavailable.

Most of Mevada was quite bar-
rén, more so than today. A small
network of paved roads existed,
with most other roads being dirt
and gravel, with almost all of
them located on ranchland. An
ambulance could possibly make
it to the dirt road nearest a crash
site, but even then, most of the
crash sites would still be miles
away. 50, in addition to aviation
units, Nevada Wing formed a
mechanized unit, the Washoe
Mechanized Unit* (by the Fall of
1942 it would be complete with
a mobile hospital).

* The Reno Mechanized Unit
was disbanded after the war

and not to be confused with the
Washoe Jeep Squadron that was
founded about December 1950.

Also formed within Mevada Wing
was the only mounted unit ever

Formed within CAP. Working together, the air units would findlthe uh:iective of the search, communicate
the position of the targetl t{gr thg ground units by either radio (if the renn:rafl:l had one) or message drop,
and the ground units would converge on the crashsite. The mech_amzed units would get as close as pos-
sible, and the mounted unit would get to the crash, render ﬁr_st aid, and bring the victim(s) to the waiting
CAP ambulance(s), either on horseback or on 3 stretcher carried between two horses.

The first unit to be stood up was the Squadron 96
Squadron 962-1 (Mounted). The third unit quickly
"-'-"ELF, on I—}" three units were dE‘SignEtE‘d Sql.la'd ”:f" d as Fli ht
Units raised Further away from Reno were designatece> 9

1-1 (Air). It was quickly Followed by Fhe 5emn_|:| unit,
followed, Squadron 963-1 (Mechanized). During the

s within the Nevada Wing, all of them in Reno. The other
5. This was probably since Reno was the
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pnpulati::n center of the state, and th
overtake Reno in terms of the popula

erefore could ra
. 1 rais - :
tion until aftar thee \arger units more easily. Las Vegas would not

gJ Found that getting airport operators and o war,

would have thought. Not only were airport
operators, there were financial considerat;
prohibited and general aviation even withj
that was not already servicing commercial ajr fli

ons, Giy : :
n the inti?i;ti;l.:fﬂﬂymg within 100 miles of all coasts was now
ghts want e U.S was all but eliminated, if an airport

ctill Fly, EJ's Nevada Wing was the only game in e ed Lo survive, and if Nevada pilots wanted to

gJ began hitting the speaking circuit talking up cap _
club meetings, business clubs, professional ::rganizaiinudnthe avada Wing wherever he went -- Kiwanis

clubs -- none were immune to his efforts.

5, pilot associations and clubs, ladies garden

He Found himselF not only going to meetings to tr :
- tance he worked to get members ﬂfangng . ¥ and advance CAP and the Nevada Wing, butin one

ing ordinance made it illegal to keep livestock i
the equestrian members of Squadron 962-1 (M
city on farms and small ranches. They arqued t
mounts were stabled to get them into trailers
saved if they could load their mounts into the

nqtuhaedir;:;n kE“EthEd from a local ordinance. In Reno, a zon-
N d}[M!r'afd of a residence. This posed a problem for
R ost of them boarded their horses outside the
valuable time was wasted in driving to wherever their
and moved to the mission location, Lives could possibly be

) trailers at their hom '
from there. EJ, Nevada Wing, and Squadron 962-1 (Mounted) prev:iiéand e Sune 20 e GRS

council granted members of the mounted unit an exemption to the n

in Force For the duration.

GV AR PATROL

10 BE ORGANIZED
HERE

Organization of the Nevada state
wing of the civil air patrol, com-
posed of pilots from every state, is
now under way, It was announced
teday by E. J. Questa, Nevada wing
commander, following his retumn
from a three day session of state
mmmD = anders held in Washngton,

Group and squadron commanders
and staffs are being named, and the
wing organization will be com-
pleted and ready to function by the
time applications have been checked
in Washington with the FBI and
other agencies and sent back for
assignment to local units, Questa
sald. He said an office will be open
here as soon as space is available.

While civil aviation is now under
restriction and will probably con-
mtmmmm restriction in this

Ty, plans are gradually being
}:al:::dtln effect u;mz, which as
measure of such activit
will be allowed to continue as l:;
possible without interfering with
the country’'s defense, he =aid.

_ ‘Pm and programs developed at

d, and on June 20 the Reno City
o-livestock ordinance that remained

Unlike today's grade structure, once the wear of military was autho-
nz_&d. grade then was determined by the duties one was assigned.
Wing commanders, unless they had held a higher grade in the
military bgfor& joining CAP, were Majors. Squadron commanders
were 1st Lieutenants. Pilots, cbservers, mechanics, radio operators,
and others were given enlisted grades.

Nevada Wing Headquarters, realizing that most of the operations
would be taking place on private ranches, needed to establish

some sork of working arrangement with the ranchers. 5o, in May, EJ
announced the formation of the ‘Range Command’ and appealed
to the Farmers, ranchers, ranchers, and residents in mining districts
in the remote areas to apply. Their knowledge of the surrounding
areas would be invaluable to the mission of the Nevada Wing.

Additionally, it would put CAP rescue assets closer to where they
would be needed, instead of having to either fly or drive from Reno,
where most members and assets were located. Soon, flights were
popping up in communities such as Battle Mountain, Carson City,
Elko, Ely, Garnerville, Hawthorne, Las Vegas, Yerington, and others.

Nevada Wing also experimented with sta nding up a pigeon unit, 3
parachute unit, a skiand enowshoe unit, and the Ground Auxiliary

of the Range Command. These folks worked with CAP, Army, and
Army Air Corps. It was made up of Mevada ranchers, miners, highway
works, and most county sheriff departments. All were recruited to
3id CAP in locating lost people, crashes, and patrol defense areas.

i < |ater, Civil Air Patrol is evolving to meet the needs of
Eﬂh;:' Eecaegtmy. CAP’s ability to adapt, adopt, and de?glap the
technology, kgols, and programs to serve our communities, save

' nd shape the trajectory of young lives should inspire people
:;:?31; our cause asa force for good. Nevada Wing volunteers

tinue serving America’s communities, saving lives, and shaping
COon

Futures. X
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A Brief History of Civil Air Patrol in the Las Vegas
Valley

By Ist Lt Dallas M. Uonites

The LE:SI‘H'EQE 5.5"". uadron (LVS) has had a varied history, especially during the Second World War, where it
was utilized within the Greater Las Vegas Valley.

LVS was acl:ive!ted to search for a missing aircraft that left Tonopah, assisted in searches for missing
persons and aircraft, and assisted training missions provided by the B-17 and B-25 Gunnery School at the
Las Viegas Army Airfield (now Nellis AFB), the home of the 82d Flying Training Wing.

Nevada was considered almost ideal For aerial Eraining. The state is 109,802 square miles and the 1940
census recorded 110,247 residents — 48th of 48 states in the lowest number of residents. At the time,
Las Vegas boasted a population of 8,422 — and there were only 16,414 in all of Clark County.

Las Vegas Army Airfield was the First of the new flexible gunnery schools to begin accepting its First stu-
dents in December 1941. Army Air Forces Gunnery Schools were World War |l organizations For training
personnel in the skill of aerial gunnery. "Flexible Gunnery” training developed diverse skills For various
aircraft and differing positions within bombers, e.g., waist gunner, rear gunner, etc. The First B-17 Flying
Fortresses arrived in 1942 and allowed the training of 600 gqunnery students and 215 co-pilots from the
field every Five weeks at the height of the war. More than 45,000 B-17 qunners were trained.

Las Vegas Squadron was
also activated on another
mission, which was the
second activation of the
unit, to search For another
aircraft that was reported
missing in Southern
MNevada. Before this activa-
tion, the unit was activated
and provided outstanding
service to the Utah Wing.
This was an unusual search
as the unit was searching
for the aircraft in bad
weather during extremely
dangerous terrain.

The most entertaining
mission of LVS was its use
as a bond bomber in 1945,
The squadron “bombed”
the greater Las Vegas SRS : i Lo o2 fmmr 2

Valley with bond leaflets, CIVIL AIR PATROL CADETS AT LAS VEGAS

which were used to fund These Nevada el ale palrol cadets, phetured with tws CAF aificen, have fuit completed 5 tws-

= ! i i ARl
the war. Not only did the e s e b Tm. aro dames St Boaideri Kemssth Carpenter, Reves Alert Schootes, Las
pilots "bomb” their com- Vegas; F. C. Mariin, Boulder; Donald Strisbere, Erao; Kickard Barnedie, Las Vegu: Kobert Chambers,
munities, but they were

2—RENO EVENING GAZETTE August 3, 1945

_'. i

mas, Reae; Fraak Homme, Roulder; Frask Page, Reso; Marry Norin, Beslder, Willlum Welierion, |
Rens, and LE W, 1L Kelsty, Las Vegas, Y et Juida

Tas YVepas, mmd Capl. J, K. lsaderssn, Beoo, Fromil row, l#fl 1s fgnt, Jeace denkins and Kirhard Yylse-
“bond-bombing” their

communities to the tune of air raid sirens. One could only imagine the thrill of taking part in a unique
opportunity during the Second World War.

In July 1945, training under reqular army instructors, 14 Nevada Wing Civil Air Patrol cadets completed
a twa!:rweek course gt Las \."egga army airfield. Instruction on basic deflection and the moving |}§5E and
small arms was the first day’s program. The second day included chemical warfare, d“a'r’h p;ﬂfe t""'.ef.
and interphone training. The week also included communications, military drill, al'_'“ ?a;act e olDI0g:
Simulated flying training and practice for the weekly military review. The highlight of the training was




an orientation flight on a B-24 bomber, during which cadets operate intercommunication phones and
explanation of bombing and aerial protection. A briefing on control tower operations, weather mapping
and reading, and use of weather instruments and forecasting.

Although the squadron was utilized For unique activities during the war, it also persevered through its
challenges. The Las Vegas Squadron and the Las Vegas provisional mounted troop were both disbanded
in December 1942 For reasons beyond its control, as many members were called into service for their
country. Maj. Eugene Howell, Nevada Wing Commander, felt it was imperative that recruiting and orga-
nizing new CAP units in Southern Nevada, including Basic townsite and Boulder City continue. “Southern
Nevada is the scene of heavy air traffic and many war activities which demand the support of an active,
efficient Civil Air Patrol organization. It is vital that we plan now to recruit and organize at least an air
squadron, a mounted squadron, and a motorized unit in that area.”

The Las Vegas Squadron has had a colorful history and one that continually evolved and persevered. The

squadron lived by the Civil Air Patrol Core Values of Integrity, Volunteer Service, Excellence, and Respect.

The Las Vegas Squadron provided volunteer service not only for its community but for the war efforts
that led the nation to victory. The Las Vegas Squadron provided excellence by provided outstanding
service ko another wing in need. The Las Vegas Squadron was the epitome of the Southern Nevada
Squadron and helped to evolve into the Las Vegas Valley Squadron as they are today. %
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The Washoe Jeep Squadron: A Lasting Legacy

Cadet Capt. Aaron Goff

When people discuss Nevada Wing's 80-year history, many think of the actions each of our great squad-
rons had undertaken in search and rescue, volunteer service, and Flight training. Without one of Nevada's

oldest squadrons and their legacy, Nevada Wing wouldn't be the same as it stands today. Nevada Wing's
80th anniversary has sparked a new appreciation For what the Civil

Air Patrol has accomplished over the years, now is the perfect time to
commemorate the legendary actions of the men and women of the
Washoe Jeep Squadron. During World War II, Nevada Wing assembled
the Washoe Jeep Squadron's predecessor, the Mechanized Unit to
assist the air searches. The difficult terrain combined with the noto-
riously harsh weather of the Sierra Nevada mountains often made air
searches and rescues impossible. But it would not be enough to simply
locate a downed aircraft by air. IF a pilot and/or crew had survived
the crash, most probably it would be necessary to get to them with
medical aid and bring them out. Helicopters were still undergoing
development at the time, and therefore unavailable. Nevada Wing
Found a solution, with members offering their 4x4 off-road vehicles
to aid mission efforts. After years of service, this Mechanized Unit was disbanded at the conclusion of
the war. However, the need For ground support didn't disappear. So, in 1950 the Washoe Jeep Squadron,
based in Reno, was founded. Wanting to help others in their hours of need, “The Jeeps” still Faced the
huge challenges of conducting search and rescue missions over Nevada's vast and mountainous terrain.
As I:_h|5 sniupuln continued to evolve, the Washoe Jeep Squadron soon had an entire fleet of these
vehicles. Within record time, The Jeeps became the centerpiece of Mevada's ground search and rescue
forces. In only a Few years, the squadron had become so well-established in the surrounding communiky,
that it rose to over 40 members and 18
all-terrain Jeeps. The squadron hit the
ground running with several important
mission successes only mere months
after their creation. In 1951, it mobilized
after reports came in of a missing glider
in Southern Mevada. The glider belonged
to Swedish air scientist Karl Ovgard, who
had endured a severe crash well outside
the range of any airport. Rushing into
action, the Jeep Squadron began one of
the biggest ground searches undertaken
by any CAP unit. Searching Ffrom Death
Valley to the Amargosa Desert and onto
the Panamint Valley, the search team
gave the mission their Fullest efforts.
With the search finally ending with the
discovery of the downed glider, the
Cavalry ﬂ[;_m*‘-:{i;—*-:f:jf::'-ﬁi-g:-:ﬂ‘i::‘;l",_ v R members of the Washoe Jeep Squadron
Flatoomy L il had covered over 10,000 miles solely in
- aia their Jeeps. With the sheer speed and
size of this ground search, the Jeep Squadron quickly built up a reputation among the Civil Air Patrol
and Air Force. With signs only pointing to the Jeep Squadron getting bigger and bolder in their rescue
missions, it was recognized as one of the finest civilian search teams in the nation. While the squadron
had done everything From saving flash-flood victims to finding missing children, The Jeeps engaged in
much more than just search and rescue. They were well known around their community For their requ-
lar civic work and nature preservation. It was never out of the ordinary For the squadron members to
transport Feed to herds of wild animals, restore and maintain mountain trails, or help the local disability
support groups. Whenever they were not training in search and rescue, they jumped on every opportu-

Iendn and Morgan use 860 apebiing acope
on bhe sadt Blds of Pyresid. The mmarals
o the bumper mean ™ Firat “guadrea
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Idaho Street
Elko
: : (775)
S 738-64
We pr;udtr #zalt:ll& and support = 03
our Neva ivil Air Patrol
in their lifesaving missions. CUMMINS SALES & SERVICE
We proudly salute the men & women
Thanks And Keep Up who make up our Civil Air Patrol.

The Good Work! Keep up the good work!

salesandservice.cummins.com

ATLSANTIC
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AT MCCARRAN
INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT
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efferts of the Civil Air Patrol!

(702) 736-1830

2735 E. Tropicana Ave., Suite 100

CORPORATION
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775.835.2749

NV LIC. 0050182

i o R We salute the members of C.AP!
REAEY. [i Facebook 1050 S Dandelion St.

7795-738-7157
1330 East Aultman St
Ely, NV 89301
775-289-3071

2732 Perimeter Rd., Ste. 101
North Las Vegas, NV

LAS VEGAS, NV 89169 WWe proudly serve Pahrump, NV 89048
wiew.atlanticaviation. com Northern Nevada (775) 727-6644
McMullen McPhee & | 23025, Auiarion

Company, LLC [
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Lakeside
Excavating

THE LAKESIDE EXCAVATING TEAM
Jason Vohland, Owner

(775) 857-7005
LokesideEx@gmail.com
Lakeside Excavating
thanks the Nevada
Civil Air Patrol for their
SErvice to our community
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Northern Nevada & Lake Tahoe

SLI I:I!E_ESH oT Visit Our Skylight Showroom
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(775) 430-9886
thaakylightsuume com

nity to give back to their communities in some
way or another. Squadron members were avid
about promoting safety and well-being around
the entire state as well. Regularly, the squadron
would assemble to teach the students and other
citizens basic first aid and help others gain medical
qualifications. All of this goes to show that all the
members of the Jeep Squadron were successful
in their goal of leaving the surrounding commu-
nity in better condition than they Found it. With
everyone around recognizing the need for this
squadron’s dedication to service leadership, the
Jeep Squadron established itself as a community
cornerstone. Although The Jeeps had well over
60 members and the whole community's support
atits peak, they disbanded in 2014, The Jeeps left
behind a timeless legacy of dedication toward
success, saving lives, and the betterment of the community. With the loss of an important and legendary
group of service members, a question arose: "Who will carry on their legacy?” Today, we as members of
Civil Air Patrol's Mevada Wing need to ensure the legacy of the Washoe Jeep Squadron is not fForgotten.
We are making sure to carry on the traditions of the Washoe Jeep Squadron by teaching our members
life lessons and instilling the core values that can be learned from these brave men and women. | strongly
encourage you to do the same and carry on their legacy. By living as they did through embracing a

service lifestyle and Civil Air Patrol's core values, we can continue to make lasting impacts on Nevada's
communities. %

q..-n,--.---r..

Fe- -l-—r-r-
- I| L e
s ‘l"' b : - =

—

N
RENO-TAHOE CONSTRUCTION

225 Justice Way
Pioche, NV 89043

(775) 962-515]
K I I K I I T KOk

www.renotahoeconst.com

7175-355-1300
2050 Kleppe Lane « Sparks, NV 89431

Stall are ])l‘f}u{l 1) ‘-dhllL dnrl support

'S SIMPLE
the fine men and women who make ITS S

WE GET THE JOB DONE!

up the Nevada Civil r‘ill Patrol.

We are prowud to have a helping hand in
the finie work of the Civil Air Parol.
Thanks for all you do!

Thanks, and good luck n your
future missions!
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White Pine
Jim Bridger Cadet

Lyon County - Yerington
Clark County - Carlin - Fallon Cadet
Walker Lake (Hawthome) * Ely
Battle Mountain - Boulder City
Stewart (Carson City)
Carson City Eagle Valley Cadet
Washoe Cadet (Reno)
Silver State Girls Cadet (Reno)
Feather River (Beckwourth, CA)
Panaca * Pioche - Caliente
Washoe Jeep (Reno)

PAST NEVADA WING FLIGHTS/SQUADRONS
Nivloc * Sahara Hotel (Las Vegas)
Blackhawk (South Lake Tahoe, CA)

Dec 1941 7 January 1942 - 15 September 1942
15 September 1942 - 27 September 1943

23 March 1949 - 13 Novemnber 1953

13 November 1953 - September 1954

311 October 2011 - 24 October 2015

24 October 2015 - 18 January 2019

20 September 1943=-23 pharch 1549
9 November 2007 - 31 October 2011

March 2003 - 8 November 2007

Sept 1954-Feb 1962

June 1962 - Oct 1964 1563
May 1966 - Oct 1971

Oct 1972 = Dec 1978

Dec 1578-Jan 1982

Jan 1582-Apnil 1587

April 1558-March 1994

18 January 2019 = present

Jan 1966-May 1966

1587 -1989
1595 = 1997

NEVADA WING COMMANDERS ROSTER
1598 - 2000

| Carl W. Carothers, CAP
| Dion E. DeCamp, CAP

| Ralph L. Miller, CAP

| Timothy Hahn, CAP

ol Matthew B, Wallace, CAP 2001, 2002

|

]

| Hewton Crumley, Jr, CAP

aj Carl F. Johnson, CAP
ol Raymond A. Smith, CAP

E

| M. Arthur Soul, CAP
Col Bradford L. Sharp, CAP
Col Don L. Schwartz, CAP
Col Deborah A. Pierce, CAP

Col Phil Brown, CAP

ol Carol Lynn, CAP

Col W. Vernon Bolt, Jr, CAP
f:nl Robert M. Roser, CAP

2j E.J. Questa, CAP
Col Joseph Ferrara, CAP

Col Gordon G, Melcher, CAP  March 1965-Jan 1966

Col Raymond A. Smith, CAP  Oct 1964-Mar 1965

l

Col Eugene Howell, CAP

Fnl Frank D. Landis, CAP

|1

Col Weld Arnold, CAP
IEnI William Thomas, CAP
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The Sagebrush Triang|q Search

py Ma j. Thomas Cooper Spring 201

‘ol 9/25/21 Capt. Jeanne Murphy
750 W. Winnemucca Blvd. Revis

Winnemucca, Nevada 89445

WOODLIKK COMPANY

30 January - 5 February 1978 Mission n

N 3 : umber RRC 8.
: | Air Patrol like 103/110/11 :
Thomas J. Hall, wing and ﬁ;";ir (e hel;c{,pﬁ,ﬂﬁm rfi Total losses, byyq n-z‘::esg‘:; 5. Six days that taxed the Nevada
~~~ of Fallon ~~~ Phone: (775) 350-7071 ATTORNEY AT LAW warrior, © . five peop|

Skymasters, one civilian Pi
B : 3 . 1an Piper
were killed, six people were injured,

Proadlg Salctes the Men and Homen
of the Nevada Chvil Alr Patral In
thelr Ongolng Misston to Save Lives.

i5 prosad o support the men, women & young cadets of
Ciuil Adr Parol who give of themsehoes, so others e lie!

305 5. Arlingron Ave.

www.aleamirashhauling.com

The sagebrush Triangle is a roughly tria ngular sha
1344 Disc Drive, Suite 180

¢ reet near Mt. Charleston. The area seems to haye

da Triangle. Duri acquired ks nicl-:naamm'lfi mr;{am aggoanout 000
: rmu . Durin : ; ST R
Sparks, NV 89436 Reno, NV 775-348.7011 ,;.Lmnmilﬂ; -l 3:;1 Januarlﬁ;::i :.x daysitearned that R er the more famous and
£l L - T rnl ﬂn a {]_E
408 Industnial Way ‘! | NEVEI.da Pioneer Mobile Park ] \anned Red Flag Forward Air Control mission for :‘Fﬁz;insfikir:aster callsign Spar 14 launched on a
‘ Gardnerville i HEATTREATNG 25P% FAMILY PARK @43 f 1355 hours and lost radio contact 11 minutes [at
& " i

s hantoms. The mission launched VFR at
Monthan AFB, AZ and Capt. Victor Vellelunga from B:.r d5par 14 were Capt. Anthony Rosa from Davis-

- : €rgstrom AFB, TX. Radar 1
after the last radio c?nlfact and when they missed their 1445 check in, the air aﬁgngti:: r:.::rla:el::: thn;;naI:'ut.Eﬂ
on :ja:.r t*-'-;ﬂﬂ?] Z;h;:l”; I'_fds': E;‘;ﬁ::;';‘g& "ﬂﬁli:liliﬁ!?d With assistance from California Wing. A SAR base in a
trailer was S on Nellis AFB opened. Lt. Col. Doris North, Deputy Commander
Nevada Wing CAP, was the Mission Coordinator. The Air Force contributed 3 HCA130 Hercules, Huey
UN-IN, HH 535uper Jal@y Green Giant Helicopters, more g-2 Skymasters and OV-10 Broncos. The Civil Air
patrol had at peak 13 aircraft From MV and 16 from CA. During day 2 there were no findings.

', Day three was uneventful with no findings. Efforts were continued by the Civil Air Patrol and USAF

with the above assets in_ play. Cuptributlng to the difficulty of the search was the vast emptiness of the
southwest desert and high terrain.

12 Industrial Parkway, Unit C

Hardware 175-182-5211 Carson City, NV 89706
775.246.1040

WE PROUDLY SALUTEOUR C.A.P.! | A e aeng com

T L Snyder Enterprises [[|Jj \a\ H\GS 81 13)
775-623-6706
115 E. Second 3t, Winnemucca

Proud to Support Nevada Civil Air Patrol

Aggg é‘:i AA%ES ;:r: Genuine. The ﬂﬁgin;r wwzl F;;ﬁ;?rﬂ'w;
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2152 Reno Highway., Ste. A
Fallon, Nevada 89406

Kathleenjsmith@SbCelobal.net
236 MeFarland Avenue
Indian Springs ~ 702-879-3511

Frey Spray
AERIAL APPLICATION

Mosquite Control and Crop Care
FALLOMN

Cell: (775) 742-3025
Serving the area with pride o imtegrity for 40+ years!

195 Hwy. 95,
McDermitt, NV
(775) 532-8306

Day four found the search continuing. Separate from the search Lt. Col. Jimmy Helton and his son
Michael took off in a Piper Warrior to look for camp sites over Charleston. The owner of the aircraft
reported it missing and Nellis was informed about 1445 pm that day. The search was expanded.

Also, during day four, aerial photography was being utilized. During the evening the photographs were

are prowd to sale the men and women of the CAFR

(775) 674-1100
2285 Green Vista Drive, Sparks, NV

1290 Holcomlb Ave., Reno
(775) 322-4621

S g S SRS WHITE ‘Sagebrush Triangle’ Crashes Probed
ENGINEERING = sKiconstruction

Cree CHREEEND & COMBTRUDTEDR 8 CAYICLE

5305 Reno Highway, Fallon  775-331-4500

Robert Draney

Proud supporter of

mililary and civilian aviation disaster
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Service That Soars Above The Rest

We are proud to support the men and women

of the Civil Air Patrol for their courage and

dedication to saving lives. Thank you and

good luck in your future missions!
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SierraCoolsLV.com

QUAIL AIR CENTER

We are proud to support C.A.P.!
LONG-TERM HANGAR LEASING

MecCarran Airport - Las Vegas

Leasing Department: 702-798-1133

L-a,sﬁf egas, NV——

L e i

Al
M, ey
=
b B
= v
3 >
% iy
L
¥

—
Slcome tEfi%
b 1

" - o R
iy .. _.— : '-"'h-':‘} = : I:,"-I_..
7] Al s

We are proud to salute and support the men,
women and voung cadets of the Civil Air Patrol.
Thanks and good luck in your future missions.

1751 College Ave., Elko * 775-777-7190
www.clkocity.com

Y

Las Vegas Reno

752-3328
www.wrec.coop/

"owned by those we serve”

We are proud to salute and support
the men, women, and young cadets
of the Civil Air Patrol for their
ongoing dedication towards search
and rescue for downed and missing
aircraft, you are greatly appreciated!

1451 Humboldt Ave., Wells
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A Nevada Wing Tressyre

By cadet Ist L. LuZ A. Sandoval

Hardman Jordan:

who am 12 What do | want to accomplish in life? cap | =4
: > _ .

hurdles In FFI'IFE‘-:E:-:;E?;;: ESEU*::JEZTHS sound familiar? These are questions many young and grown adults

iy E""Sl‘:‘;-[ The answer to th};SE Yo WE wonder what the end goal s for our lives and what destiny is

o E:: "_Ilelrr y" Hardman, who wc?uuledﬂélr?: ;: Eﬁame dPparent one day in 1927, to a young girl named

era man, ik 19
hﬁwrid war |l Women Airforce € one of Nevada Wing's Treasures as a famed
service Pilot (WASP).

Geraldine was born in 1922 and
grew up in Reno, Mevada. She
was only Five years old when she
knew exactly what she wanted
out of her life. While news
spread that Charles Lindberg
successfully embarked on a
Flight across the Atlantic ocean,
<he looked at the skies above
and spoke the Famed words
“That's what | want to do.”

At 15, she worked countless
hours, days, and months to get
her flight journey started. She
also knew the importance of

her grades and often made the
semester honor roll at Reno
High and graduated early to fill
the position of Secretary for the
President of the University of
Nevada, Reno (UNR). Without
these efforts, she would not
have gotten the chance to
participate in UNR's Civil Pilot
Training Program. By luck, only
19 slots were filled by the male
applicants on campus, so she
filled the last slot. Through the :
program, she achieved her Private Pilot's license in 1335.

' :nmediately after the events of Pearl Harbor,
In 1941, the United States entered World Warll, and i e

Jacqueline Coch her a group of female pilot i

henthe United States ArAfny Carpsrfcid them. AYeat MeC Aty e O e oo
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in the WETD -:I[dy m..g r?tlt?mq itranspﬂ“ aircraft, they alse pt?"hrfga merged into WASP and this is where
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Geraldine comes back i'ntn the picture.
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The journey for WASP pilots was neye
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from Douglas c-47
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rs. She even
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. he became pregnant with . :
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R _ ment, : LR ol frice. When WASP di : ,
p- ABRE EEUEE ) war mals e r02-486-5409 they did 5{3 with little recognition or fanfare, |t Was not unti'i?haendedl _‘Ih\t_’:ﬁ-fhtiﬂ :
] e = FIRST AID FOR FIREARMS! '. . .|:_|-.a|"|,!||I 1970's that the WASPs would be recognized asveterans and be Remo  was I:rlﬂultfd:“l: nl

| wWoman plief Saturday wilh the

awarded for their service. In 2010, the WASP pilots were awarded the et L L
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3306 Kietzke Ln. » Reno, NV 89502 200 WASPs attended the event, many of them wea el e oies of

ril'l thE‘l W i WiEnsen o T T
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s R ' : AT : | Through my research into her life, and understanding her struggles, | ih the aie forcen T E
' | have gained knowledge beyond my years. What she was able to I, [aadiMre’ Getegs Thac):
g accomplish despite her male counterparts and the military telling her man of 157 Wead ateret, and al.
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a young female pilot and as a fellow Nevada Wing Member. She knew ety St ut elalas ¥ he
what her goal was at such a young age and never let anything stop her Vs Gearge Hanissan" of ths |
From reaching her dream. Along the way, she paved a path for future o et
generations of all aviators, both male, and female, sending a message
to let our passions be strong. | hope by sharing her story, we as mem-
We are prﬂUd to salute and bers of the Civil Air Patrol can continue to represent and pay forward what pilots like Jerry gave to us
] today. She continues to inspire and motivate pilots as they push through their challenges so to live their
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U.S. Air Force Auxiliary

A\ Civil Air Patrol

T he Nevada Wing has worked to
serve the state’s residents since
the COVID-19 pandemic began.
Through a renewed relationship with
the state Department of Emergency
Management, wing members
answered the call to deliver much-
needed personal protective
equipment and food to numerous
towns and Native American tribes.
Nevada is over 110,000 square miles
in size, with vast areas of desolate,
open desert between towns and
tribes, presenting a substantial
challenge to reach remote
communities.

Wing members manufactured some
1,045 face masks for distribution
throughout the state and beyond
Nevada's boundaries, including the
Navajo Nation, Rosebud Indian
Reservation, and needy families in
Oregon. Tyrone Begay, chapter
planner for the Chinle Community of
the Navajo Nation, said, “We needed
to determine how best to help our
community and in doing so a request
for masks came about ... through
these contributions, we Were able to
provide masks for local elders in the
community first ... so0n we Were able

to give to anyone in need. The number

of masks donated was a godsend ...

NEVADA WING

The Heart of
Volunteers: Wing
Serves Communities
Beyond Its Borders

Capt. Maryan Tooker of the Nevada Wing
cows masks for distribution during the COVID-
19 pandemic.

thank you very much for the care,
compassion, and willingness to help.”

Assisted living facilities were hit
hard by the virus; 100 hand-sewn
masks were delivered to elderly
residents in Reno. Southern Nevada
wing members also distributed
supplies to people in need.

People in crisis received not only
protective materials and food but also
the critical knowledge that others
care, “The Nevada Wing is proud of its
contributions to the well-being of our
state and beyond, standing ready to
assist whenever and however we can,”
said Col. Deborah Pierce, wing
commander.
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Simplot

Bringing Earth's Resources to | jfa

J.R. Simplot management & staff are proud to
support the efforts of the Civil Air Patrol...

Best of luck flying your future missions!

www.simplot.com

Davis FUNERAL
HoME PROUDLY
SUPPORTS
MILITARY
FAMILIES IM
THEIR TIME
OF MEED.

#

CALL TEDAY |
FOR A FREE |
TGUIDE TGO
UNDE &-
STANDING
VETERAN
ODUEIAL
DENEFITS.

| ]

T -

Home and Business
Moving Company

800-343-5333 | 702-457-5353

www.capitalnorthamerican.com

- 1780S. Mojave Rd., Las Vegas

We support the Civil Air Patrol,
Keep up the good work!

Construction Co.. Inc.

FY- N

("'-‘-' northAmerican

Las Vegas
Movers!

\We are proud to salute
and support the men,
women & young cadets
of the Civil Air Patrol,
Keep up the great work!

1410 W. Railroad
Winnemuoca » T75-623-2888
315 Artist View
Wellington » 775-465-2448
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