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Nevada Wing Mission Photo Guide 
Revised 4/23/2021 

 
• Photos tell our stories: 

https://www.photoblog.com/learn/storytelling-photography-tips/ 

• Our photos tell others what is important to us. 

• Photos are a record of our legacy and history. 

• Photos have the power to connect, inspire, and evoke emotions. 

 
General Guidelines (see samples) 
#1-- All images must show members wearing the uniform correctly. 
#2—All images must adhere to NHQ’s COVID-19 Guidelines until further notice. See page 4. 
 
*Try to avoid shooting only posed "grip and grin" photos.  
We want action shots. 

     

   
 
Try different angles; even photos that aren't perfectly level can be cool. 

   
 
 

https://www.photoblog.com/learn/storytelling-photography-tips/


 2 

Do not shoot people from behind.          We want to see their faces. 

             
 
Get into the action. Get close. Every photo should tell a story. 

       
 
Being too far away from your subject(s) is one of the most common photography mistakes.  

   
 
Anytime you can include CAP branding and logos in the photo, even better! 
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It’s perfectly ok to stage photos: 

    

   

     
 
Tips for better photos 

• Ensure the subjects of your photograph are well lit so as to avoid dark shadows.  
• Ensure lighting is sufficient and shadows or objects are not obscuring parts of the photo. 
• Instead of using digital zoom, walk up to your target so you can stick to optical zoom. If you cannot 

walk up any closer, take the shot from the closest position you can manage. 
• If you take many photos, you will be more likely to capture the essence of the moment. Digital 

allows for that, unlike the days of expensive film and processing. 
• Have fun! 

 
Photo Posting Guidelines on Social Media Channels 

• Do not post every shot you take. Self-edit using these guidelines.  

• Learning basic color correction will go a long ways. 

• Caption each photo: Include a brief description of everyone including: name, grade, and unit. Also 
identify non-CAP members.  

• Please also include where the photo was taken and what is happening in it. This information is also 
critical for the Wing archives. 



 4 

 
  

 
Topic:   COVID-19 Photography Guidelines v09  
Date:    25 Mar 2021  
Supersedes: 18 Oct 2020 v07 (v08 never published) 
 
 

I. BACKGROUND 

Since Civil Air Patrol’s first COVID-19 mission on March 4, 2020, the situation has been fluid. 
Wings have advanced into various stages of remobilization at different paces – some have 
advanced but fallen back as virus outbreaks have spiked. Differing levels of mobilization make 
showing imagery on national channels a challenge. This updated memo provides guidance as 
of this effective date above.  

 

II. SITUATION 

As a national organization, especially one that involves the requirement to safeguard youth, all 
imagery used on a national level must comply with the highest level of personal protection 
(mandatory mask/face covering) to help assure people from every part of the country that CAP 
is taking the issue seriously and is in compliance with the necessary precautions to mitigate the 
spread of the virus and protect members.  
 
Each person has a different perspective on an acceptable level of COVID-19 exposure risk 
shaped by personal beliefs and agency guidance for their area. The degree of precaution 
recommended, and in places required, to mitigate the spread of COVID-19 also varies by state 
and county. The fact that there is no formal, national recommendation for personal protection 
creates a challenge for an organization like Civil Air Patrol with a national audience, because 
members from every state, district, and territory consume content from NHQ national channels 
(websites, social media channels, etc.)  
 
Consequently, CAP must demonstrate in every national-level communication that the 
organization has the safety of its members and families as the highest priority so as not to 
appear complacent about the use of personal protective equipment (PPE) or noncompliant with 
Centers for Disease Control (CDC) guidance. For example, including an image on PROPS of 
CAP members in one wing not wearing face masks may raise concerns for the parent of a cadet 
in another wing where the PPE guidelines are much stricter.  

 

III.  GUIDANCE 

Regardless of where a wing is in the remobilization phase and until further notice, imagery 
submitted for national-level marketing and communications must adhere to this guidance so as 
to eliminate the misconception that Civil Air Patrol is not protecting members, families, and the 
general public.  
 

1) NATIONAL: regardless of wing-level CDC guidelines, NHQ will use ONLY images that 
show people wearing PPE and social-distanced to the extent possible. This helps avoid 
someone in one state with much stricter mandates and CDC guidance (e.g., mandatory 
PPE) seeing images from another wing (e.g., TXWG) with relaxed standards and 
wrongfully assuming CAP members and not taking necessary precautions. 

 
2) WING: All photography used for local/wing purposes (e.g., social media, websites, 

submitted with media releases, etc.) must conform to CDC guidance for the area. That 
means if there is a statewide mask mandate, all persons in the image must be wearing 
masks properly. If there is a social distancing standard, it must be followed except when 
not practical in the execution of mission activities. Please note that bunching together for 



 5 

More Usable Photo Examples 

 

   

   

     

** Remember to include in each photo:  

1. A caption (cutline) that identifies all participants by grade, name and unit of assignment 
2. Where the photo was taken  

3. Briefly describe what is happening. 

Compiled by Capt Maryan Tooker, Nevada Wing Public Affairs Officer 


